Interferon modulation of 5-fluorouracil: use in neoadjuvant therapy inhibits experimental liver metastases in nude mice.
Experimental liver metastasis was studied in 4-5 week old athymic nude mice that were injected intrasplenically with a human colorectal tumor cell line (LoVo). A treatment schedule combining 5-fluorouracil and interferon (IFN) was previously shown to inhibit liver metastases. When this treatment was delayed until after splenectomy at 1, 2 and 3 weeks after tumor cell injections, liver metastases were not inhibited. However, when IFN was given during the interval between tumor cell injections and splenectomy (as neoadjuvant therapy), liver metastases were inhibited in the 2 and 3 week groups, but not in the 1 week group.